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is about ordinary people 


Prisoners 

The U.S. penal system is more interested in 
persecuting prisoners who test positive for AIDS than in 
taking steps to reduce its spread, and some prisoners 
are attempting to educate themselves about the dis¬ 
ease. Ed Mead, an AIDS activist in a Washington state 
prison, says ”1 Nho will protect prisoners from the AIDS 
disease? Prisoners must.” 

According to a recent issue of the Tacoma 
News Tribune , Washington State prison director 
Riveland has announced plans to isolate (place in 23- 
hour-a-day lockdown) prisoners who test HIV-positive. 
Meanwhile, Attorney General Meese announced at a 
June ’87 meeting that federal prisoners who test posi¬ 
tive may be deemed ineligible for parole. Soon after¬ 
wards, Bureau of Prisons (BOP) chief Bennet said there 
would be no parole for prisoners who test positive. To 
top this off, some U.S. politicians have advocated ta- 
tooing prisoners who are HIV-positive. The BOP refuses 
to allow prisoners to obtain sterilized needles or 
condoms to prevent the spread of AIDS, although they 
know that prisoners have sex and use needle drugs. 
The AIDS test, which is unreliable, produced positive 
results in 4% of a group of Washington state prisoners. 

In the face of 124 prisoner deaths from AIDS in 
1986 and twice that many in 1987, prisoners in New York 
states’ Auburn prison have organized the Prisoners 
Education Project on AIDS (PEPA) to address the need 
for AIDS education in New York prisons. This is the only 
prisoner-run AIDS education project in the USA; rt’s 
basic goals are to curtail high-risk practices, counteract 
the hysteria and division among prisoners by fear of 
casual contact, and promote humane treatment of 
prisoners with AIDS. Prison authorities constantly 
undermine educational efforts by prisoners, for what 
officials term "security" concerns (at Auburn, for 
instance, five PEPA members have been transferred to 
other prisons). 

PEPA proposed having prisoners trained as 


and AIDS 

AIDS educational counsellors, setting up discussion 
groups, sponsoring special programs such as skits, 
movies and speakers, and writing articles for the prison 
journal. The Auburn administration rejected all but the 
first proposal, apparently feeling threatened by a well- 
designed prisoner run program. Since virtually every 
major study on AIDS reports that peer counselling is 
the easiest way to reduce risk, the prison 
system has instituted death sentences for thousands of 
prisoners by failing to address these needs. To urge the 
Auburn administration to accept PEPA in its entirety, 
write to: Superintendent Robert Henderson, 
135 State St., Auburn NY 13021 USA. 


Dogs Liberated from Lab 

The Animal Liberation Front in California 
raided the University of California’s Irvine campus on 
January 29, 1988, where they liberated 13 beagles, 12 of 
whom were being used to study the effects of air 
pollution on the lungs and on exercise. The 13th was 
being used for windpipe experiments - and had a diode 
protruding from its skull, used for brain experiments.The 
head vivisector for the research group, Dr. Robert 
Phalen, said in an interview "(the dogs) breathe 
pollutants at levels similar to what we have in Los 
Angeles. These are non-destructive studies." The man 
also suggested that the animals were happy to be 
breathing in the toxins because they had wagged their 
tails, and bragged that one of the dogs from the same 
experiment, which he had taken home, had lived 6 years 
before dying of cancer.The A.L.F. said in a communique 
to the L.A. Times "This liberation was to protest U.C.I/s 
growing use of animals in fraudulent medical research, 
research nothing will come of except pain and misery to 
humans and non - humans alike." University officials said 
that there are more than 25,000 animals involved in 
experiments atU.C.l. (Los Angeles Times, Jan.31/88) 








WORLD WAR III 

No war but the class war 


ant to celebrate something March 12? Well, 

how about the 41st anniversary of World 

_ War Three? Most people think of World War 

Three in terms of a future international conflict involving 
nuclear weapons, but war between nations is only one 
form of global' conflict. WW3 is a war between the 
rich and the poor of the world, with the middle class 
generally supporting the rich so long as it is permitted to 
share some of the luxuries generated by global 
capitalism. The rich are organized into corporations, and 
their chief instrument for waging war is the government 
of the United States, which represents their interests 
rather than those of the U.S. people inasmuch as no 
politician can win office in Washington without corporate 
funding. The same corporations control the 
governments of the other industrialized states, except 
for those like the ’Soviet Union’ which are outright 
military dictatorships. 

While it is hardly a new phenomenon for the rich 
to wage war on the poor, this warfare became global 
when in the wake of the first two world wars (actually one 
war with a 20-year intermission to enable each side to 
raise a new generation of cannon fodder) 
multinational corporations replaced the old 
colonial empires as the chief instrument of monopolizing 
resources. On March 12 1947, President Truman 
announced his Truman Doctrine that the USA has the 
right to intervene anywhere in the world to stop 
the so-called "spread of communism," and immediately 
applied this in Greece by helping to suppress a popular 
revolution. What the U.S. government is really 
concerned about, of course, is preventing any popular 
government from taking power and preventing the 
corporations from exploiting the population. Although it 
sometimes does this by direct military intervention 
(Guatemala, Dominican Republic, Grenada etc.) or by 
arming fascist regimes (South Africa, Israel, Chile), it’s 
prefered method is to maintain in power ruling elites 
willing to sacrifice their peoples’ interests for a share of 
corporate profit. Chomsky and Herman in the mid- 
1970s identified 26 ’’client states” whose rulers are 
financed by the USA and taught to use torture against 
their own people; the number would be about the same 
today. (The Washington Connection and Third World 


Fascism , Montreal , Black Rose , 1979.) In all these 
countries workers are paid starvation wages and left 
destitute when their services are no longer needed, while 
farmers are driven from their land so that 
agribusiness can develop cash crops for export. 

In 1986 a journalist counted 43 countries 
currently at war (Toronto Star 6-10-86 pB3), but made 
the common mistake of treating them as separate wars 
rather than battlefields of a single one. The war also 
goes on in countries where there is little overt fighting, 
such as Canada and the USA, where farmers passively 
accept eviction from their farms and workers dismissal 
from their jobs. In these countries, the war of the rich 
against the poor nonetheless continues and is in fact 
gaining momentum. A recent report in USA Today (25-2- 
88 pA3) comments on recent decisions by several U.S. 
cities to set the police to work harrassing panhandlers. 
Not content with depriving the poor of food and shelter, 
the authorities are determined to make their lives on the 
street as miserable as possible. 

Apparently public opinion supports what they're 
doing; a recent Gallup Poll indicates that over half the 
Canadian population thinks welfare recipients have it too 
easy (Toronto Star 23-2-88 pAII.) The people who take 
this attitude because they haven’t bothered to find out 
what's really going on, may be in for a rude awakening 
when their own labour is no longer required by 
cybernated capitalism. So far, the ruling class has 
avoided serious resistance in the industrial countries by 
dispossessing farmers and workers a few at a time 
instead of all at once, and telling those still with incomes 
that environmental destruction is necessary to maintain 
these incomes. Will the people wake up and 
resist before it’s too late? Stay tuned to 
Ecomediaforthe next exciting installment.... 











DENMARK 


Denmark has refused to follow the Council of 
Europe's so-called "Standard Minimum Rules of 
Treatment of Prisoners." Article 38, subsection 1, 
prescribes that a doctor has to certify that a prisoner 
can stand isolation before ' it can be used as a 
disciplinary measure. Subsection 3 states that any 
prisoner who for disciplinary measures is in isolation has 
the right to be attended by a doctor each day The 
Danish prison authorities will not adopt these 
suggestions, because, as they say, it would place too 
much responsibility on the shoulders of the prison 
doctor. 

An electrician who was fired in early November, 
because he refused to work in a house rebuilt for the 
South African Consulate in Denmark, got his job back 
after the case was taken to the Labour Court by his 
union. During the last-half year, there have been major 
interruptions in the building of the new consulate as 
many workers have refused to work for the South African 
regime. 

The Danish police want to introduce a new 
bullet for their pistols: the THV projectile. This THV- 
projectile was developed to produce essentially the 
same effect as the Dumdum bullet. The Dumdum bullet 
is forbidden by the Hague Convention, so the THV 
projectile is an attempt to evade this convention. In the 
light of the escalation in police methods and the growing 
amount of clashes with demonstrators, this is alarminq 

flOVA/Q ^ 


Last October 17th in Denmark, police routinely 
stopped two young men on a motorcycle. Neither of 
them had a driver's license or any identification. Their 
knapsack was searched and the police found four 
molotov cocktails and notes on Shell installations in 
Denmark. The two men, aged 23 and 29, were arrested 
m connection with the sabotage of Shell stations 
which had become epidemic in the country. Shell has 
been a target for sabotage because of its involvement in 
the South African regime. Numerous Shell stations 
have been attacked and firebombed. 

In the raids and searches that followed, 
the police didn't find any conclusive evidence, but one of 


the prisoners had some material about the Red Armv 
faction which hit the headlines. The men had been 
arrested on the 10th anniversary of the murders of three 
RAF members while imprisoned in Germany, so the 
pohce concocted a bizarre theory that the men wanted to 
sabotage the Shell stations in memory of the RAF (?) 

Exactly a month after the arrests, the police 
raided a squat called "the Youth House." Eight cops in 
bullet-proof waistcoats with machine-guns smashed the 
doors with a pile driver, then searched and damaged the 
house and arrested six people. Though the police 
claimed everyone went peacefully, one person was 
hospitalized with blood all over his face. Tools 
pamphlets, political papers and helmets were 
confiscated. A demonstration was called and attended 
by 400 people. Although the police still had no 
conclusive evidence after the raid, they still managed to 
keep the prisoners in solitary for another 14 days. 
Squatters theorized that the raid was more of a 
harrassment technique than an attempt to find 
evidence. Two days later, police in Aarhus raided a 
squat and arrested 14 people. The Ecomedia office was 
part of the house which was attacked. 

Despite all the publicity and claims that they'd 
finally got a hold on the saboteurs, the two men were 
released on the first of December as the High Court saw 
no reason to keep them in solitary confinement. It 
remains to be seen whether the police got some 
important clues or whether this has simply been used as 
an opportunity to legally harrass their enemies the 
squatters. 


BRITAIN 


Cost Cutting - Monarch Resources, a new mining 
company in England, hopes to mine gold in Venezuela. 
• he Chairperson, Lord Shackleton, is former deputy 
chairperson of Rio Tinto Zinc, who strip mines 
uranium in South Africa-occupied Namibia. The directors 
of this new venture are confident that Venezuela offers 
great opportunities. "The democratic government of the 
country offers a better chance of political stability than 
South Africa, the world's leading source of the precious 
metal." An added attraction for capitalists is that the 
local labour costs are less than half that in South Africa 
and a-fittle more than a tenth of that in Australia. 












MORE NOTES 


DHAKA- Bangladeshi security forces have arrested 
five members of an international trafficking ring taking 
women and children into India to be sold to brothels and 
for organ transplants. The children are sold for about 
$85, killed, and their kidneys sold for transplants. 
(Toronto Star25-2-88) 

TOKYO- A judge of the Tokyo High Court committed 
suicide here by jumping from the 18th floor of a highrise 
building housing court offices. (Toronto Star25-2-88) 

WASHINGTON- District of Columbia police chief 
Maurice Turner plans to arm up to one thousand civilian 
volunteers as part of an effort to fight crime in the U.S. 
capital. (Toronto Star 25-2-88) 



MEDIA WATCH 

CAPTION TO NEWSPAPER CLIPPING "SOUTH 
AFRICA JETS" - A typical example of daily press 
Newspeak; the word "terrorist" is used seven times to 
describe the victims of a South African bombing raid and 
not once to describe the fascists who carried it out. 

GUELPH - A Guelph surgeon who reportedly died from 
AIDS received extensive coverage in the Toronto Globe 
and Mail (8-2-88 pi) and the Guelph Mercury (5-2-88 pi.) 

The story in itself may be valid (despite the lack of 
official confirmation on the cause of death), but both 
newspapers’ approach was questionable to say the 
least. Both emphasized that parents of children treated 
by the late surgeon were being told to get AIDS tests for 
those children. In fact, the medical officers quoted both 
said that mind.” Both the Globe and the Mercury chose 
the sensational, emotional approach in reporting this 
story. The facts are: there is no known case of AIDS 
being transmitted from a health care worker to a patient. 
If there was such a risk, would the director of the federal 
centre for AIDS state that a surgeon need not stop 
practicing simply because he or she has AIDS? (CFRU 
fm, University of Guelph) 


THE ECOMEDIA BULLETIN 


The Ecomedia Bulletin is a bi-weekly 
publication of the Ecomedia Toronto office. The Toronto 
group is a local autonomous office of the Ecomedia 
Network, an international activist/anarchist ”wire 
service”. It is an alternative to the mainstream wires and 
press which ignore the relevant actions and news. 
Ecomedia is intended for use by radical and alternative 
papers and radio, and for distribution to activists in the 
Toronto area. 

Ecomedia can also be heard on radio. 
We broadcast reports 3 times a week on CKLN 88.1 FM. 
If you live in or near the Toronto area, tune in on 
Mondays and Wednesdays between 11 AM and 
12 noon on the Newswave show, and on Wednesday 
afternoons at 4 PM. 

Subscriptions may be had for 
$10/year; subscribers will recieve a packageeve/y 2 
issues, (that's every 4 weeks) to save mailing costs. We 
welcome and plead for contributions, news and 
suggestions. Please forward these to our address 
above. 

























































